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President's Message

Dear Members,

Wishing you all
A VERY HAPPY
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR OF 2015.

I am immensely thankful to all Members
of Executive Committee and IAMM Members
for unanimously electing me as the President of
the IAMM.I will try my level best to live up to
your expectation to execute my duties as the
President in all activities of our association. On
behalf of our Office Bearers and Members, I am grateful to
Dr.R.K.Maheshwari (Chairman), Dr.Bharti Malhotra (Organizing Secretary)
and their active organizing Committee members for excellently organizing
the IAMM Conference in the historical city of Jaipur. All of you will agree
with me that from the time of landing and departing from Jaipur they looked
after us very well and the scientific sessions, gastronomic feasts and social
events are unforgettable forever. I congratulate them for the ‘Fortful’
organization of IAMM conference in Rajasthan.

As one of the Founder Members of the IAMM, I am delighted to see
our association growing tremendously for the past 38 years. Now it is time to
extend our wing of activities internationally by collaborating with few other
Microbiological Societies-mutually inviting the speakers/delegates for the
conferences and/or organizing CMEs or Symposia jointly. We should also
explore the feasibility of collaboration with IUMS to which our association
got affiliated in 1990s.The news about our annual conferences can also be put
in the websites of some foreign societies which will bring many delegates
from aboard for our meetings.

In spite of having many IAMM Chapters in various states, only few are
actively organizing CME programs benefitting PG students and young
Microbiologists. Hence I request all state chapters to organize CMEs more
frequently. To guide the Microbiologists and Post graduate students, our
association should form standing sub-committees (Think-tank) in various
branches of Microbiology. The committee Members should be eminent
Microbiologists from various parts of India and they should be accessible to
any of our Members for advise or guidance in diagnosis, teaching, research
and training.

(contd. on page 2)
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As intentional anthrax outbreak in United states
emphasized the important roles of Microbiologists to play
and boosted their morale, now the Ebola outbreaks in West
Africa also reactivated roles of Microbiologists globally.
Any outbreak can occur in any part of our country and we
should be prepared to rapidly diagnose the source and the
causative agent in order to curtail further spread. Our central
and state governments are taking stringent preventive
measures with the help of Health Ministries and the ICMR
to prevent any possible outbreak of Ebola virus in our
country.

I am also doubly happy when I got elected as the
President, since the 2015 Conference is going to be held at
JIPMER from where [ started learning  Medical
Microbiology under the guidance of stalwarts like
Prof.K.B.Sharma and Prof.H.N.Madhavan. I invite all our
Members for the 39" IAMM conference at JIPMER,
Puducherry and we assure you of memorable events of the
conference. Members can feel free to send me their
suggestions for further improving the activities of [AMM,
Chapters and the annual conferences

Dr. J. SHANMUGAM
President — IAMM
Senior Deputy Director-CID Research Facility,
Mahatma Gandhi Medical College and Research Institute,
Pillayarkuppam, Puducherry-607 402,
Moble:09486623094: E-mail: drjshanmugam@gmail.com

FORTH COMING EVENTS

1. TAMM KC conference at SS medical College
Davangere Contact person Dr VL Jayasimha
microconkc2015@gmail.com Dates 7" 8" Feb 2015.
Theme;  Chennai Declaration: Roadmap for
implementation of antibiotic policy.

2. IAMM WB Chapter; GB meeting will be heldin N R
S Medical College on 17" January 2015 at 2-30 PM.
Contact Dr Satadal Das e mail ;
iammbengal@hotmail.com

39" Microcon-2015

Venue: Department of Microbiology JIPMER Pondicherry
Org Secretary : Dr. Harish B. N.

Dates : 27th to 29th November 2015

Cell No. 09443413502

Email : microcon2015@kwconferences.com

Website : www.microcon2015.co.in

Secretary's Message

Dear Members,

Greetings from Belagavi !
Wish you all a very happy and a
prosperous New year.

I deem it my privilege to
work under the guidance of Dr
Shanamugam, one of the
‘Founder Member’ of IAMM, who has witnessed the
growth and metamorphosis of our association right
from its birth. In his address he has emphasized on
extending our international collaborations and
strengthening state Chapter activities.

I'am sure, all those members who participated in
Microcon-2014 at Jaipur will stand up by me in
congratulating Dr Bharati Malhotra and her team in
hosting an excellent conference. The responsibility of
hosting the next [AMM -2015 conference has been
shouldered by Dr Harish BN from JIPMER
Puducherry. Twenty years back, JIPMER had hosted a
memorable IAMM conference under the leadership
of Dr Sambashiva Rao and Dr S Badrinath. We hope
that, the upcoming conference shall set higher
academic standards. I invite all of you to participate
the 39" IAMM conference and contribute for its
success.

My humble request to all the members is to

- Update yours, your collegaue’s and friend’s
recent address, and contact e- mail IDs to ensure
proper communication and updating the
addressograph.

- All the past [AMM award winners to inform
about their award and personal details .

- All the state chapters to furnish the details on
their activities.
This information will help me in updating and

improving IAMM website. Looking forward to

meeting you all in Puducherry.

With Seasons greetings and Best wishes,

Dr Mahantesh B Nagamoti.
Secretary IAMM

Junagadh (Gujarat)

Congratulations
Dr. Yogesh Samy, EC Member IAMM promoted as Dean GMERS Medical College,

*
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Call for Nominations of IAMM Awards and Prizes 2015
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Dr S.C. Agarwal Oration 2014 : This award is supported
from the interest incurred from a fund donated by Dr SC
Agarwal, to be given to a senior member of the association for
his / her outstanding contribution to the field of Medical
Microbiology. Nominations for the award, duly proposed and
seconded with the consent of the nominee along with consent
ofthe nominee along with six copies of his/her biodata should
reach the JAMM secretary’s office on or before June 30th
2015. The award carries a citation and a gold medal. The
selected candidate must be prepared to deliver the oration at
the National TAMM Conference held in next year.
Nominations must come by post/courier as a hard copy by the
last date. Nominations received by fax or email will not be
accepted.

Dr. H. 1. Jhala Memorial award 2014 : This award is given
to a senior member of the association above the age of 50
years, who has made significant contribution to the
development of Medical microbiology in India. This award is
supported from the interest from the fixed deposit donated by
the organizers of the IAMM congress held at Sholapur in
1983. Nominations for the award, duly proposed and
seconded with the consent of the nominee along with consent
of the nominee along with six copies of his/her biodata should
reach the IAMM secretaries office June 30th 2015. The award
carries a citation and a gold medal. The selected candidate
must be prepared to deliver the oration at the National [AMM
Conference held next year. Nominations must come by
post/courier as a hard copy by the last date. Nominations
received by fax or email will not be accepted.

IAMM Endowment lecture award 2014 : This award is
supported by the annual interest obtained from the fixed
deposit, donated by the organizers of the TAMM congress
held at Hyderabad in 1985. This award is given to an eminent
Medical Microbiologist, over the age of 50 years from India
and abroad for their outstanding work in the field of Medical
Microbiology, Bacteriology, Virology, Mycology,
Parasitology /Immunology/Epidemiology/ and
Microbiological techniques. Nominations for the award, duly
proposed and seconded with the consent of the nominee along
with consent of the nominee along with six copies of his/her
biodata, including a write upon the contribution of the
nominee to Medical Microbiology should reach the IAMM
secretaries office June 30th 2015. The award carries a citation
and a gold medal. The selected candidate must be prepared to
deliver the oration at the National IAMM Conference held in
next year. Nominations must come by post/courier as a hard
copy by the last date. Nominations received by fax or email
will not be accepted.

Dr K.B. Sharma Memorial IAMM Junior Best Paper
Award 2015: Nominations are invited for the Best paper
award competition to be held at National Conference of the
IAMM. This award is supported by the annual interest
obtained from the fixed deposit, donated by the organizers of
the IAMM congress held at Bombay in 1979 and Donations
paid by (Late) Dr KB Sharma family members. The

contestant should be a member of IAMM, less than 35 years
of age (certificate showing the proof of age should be
attached) as on 31st July 2015 and be the principle author of
the paper. The same paper should not have received any other
award or be published in any other award or be published in
any journal and should be so certified, as a signed declaration
by the contestant. The aforementioned declarations and six
copies of the full paper complete with tables, figures,
etc.(prepared according to the format of the [JMM) should
reach the secretary’s office before July 31st 2015.The award
carries a citation and a gold medal. The selected candidate
will receive the citation and a gold medal at the valedictory
function of the IAMM Conference. Nominations must come
by post/courier as a hard copy by the last date. Nominations
received by fax or email will not be accepted.

5. Prof. A. N. Chakrabarthy Memorial Prize for the best
published paper in Mycobacteriology 2014 : Any member,
who has published a paper in the field of Mycobacteriology,
during the preceding year i.e. 2014 in any
National/International journal, will be eligible to submit
paper for the award. The paper should not have received any
other award and a declaration to that effect should be
submitted while applying for the award. The aforementioned
declarations and six copies of the full paper should reach the
secretary’s office before July 31st 2015. The award carries a
citation and a gold medal. The awardee will receive the award
atthe valedictory function of the IAMM.

6. Prizes for the best papers / posters during the ITAMM 2015
Conference (total six categories listed below) The following
five prizes are given during the National Conference of the
IAMM in Various categories:

a. NAWOPIA Dr Pankajlaxmi V Venugopal Prize for the
Best paper in Mycology.

b. Dr SR Sengupta- Dr AM Saoji memorial prize for the
best paper in Imnmunology.

c¢. Dr SS Kelkar Memorial prize for the best poster (any
subjectin Medical Microbiology).

d. TAMM silver Jubilee Prize for Best Paper in

Parasitology.

e. Mumbai-Belgaum Prize for the best poster in Medical
Mycobacteriology.

f. Belgaum-Mumbai Prize for the best paper in
Bacteriology.

Nominations are invited for the above said prizes. Any IAMM
member is eligible to contest for these awards. Abstracts for the
award papers from interested members must be submitted to the
IAMM Secretaries office on or before July 31st 2015. These will
be subjected to peer review and only selected abstracts will be
allowed to be presented as a paper at the respective oral/ poster
sessions. The best paper amongst those will be adjudged the best
paper by the panel of judges. The authors of an abstract must
express their interest in a particular category while submitting the
abstract. All the awards will be presented at the valedictory
function.

(Please Note: Enclose the Life / Annual Membership certificates to all the awards mentioned above)
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Minutes of GB meeting held on 18" October 2014 at SMS Jaipur

At the outset, Dr. Mahantesh B Nagamoti, Secretary of
IAMM, requested the President of IAMM Dr. Pratibha Narang
to chair the meeting and conduct the proceedings.

The president called the meeting to order

1. Minutes of the General Body Meeting held at NIMS
Hyderbad 2013 was read and confirmed by the GB
(Proposed by Dr. V Ravi and Seconded by Dr Nagendra
Vice Presidents).

2. TAMM Secretary report for 2013: Dr. M B Nagamoti
presented the secretary’s report and expenditure report for
the year. It was accepted by the GB (proposed by Dr.
Satish Patil and seconded by Dr. Arunaloke C)

3. IJMM Editor’s annual report and expenditure: Dr. Arti
Kapil presented the report and announced the name of the
award winners for the best published papers IAMM 2013)
She also informed the house that impact factor level
increased to 1.034. Members suggested to add 1.
Obitutory news in [JMM, 2. To Start Special Supplements
or 3. Increase the number of pages or issues. However Dr
Arunloke C, suggested obitutory information is circulated
to members through IAMM Newsletters and not include it
in IJMM Journal. Dr. Ravi congratulated the editorial team
and suggested to start the Special supplements on
antimicrobials, virology etc.  Editor welcomed and
accepted these suggestions from members. She also
informed the house that the increased rejection rate is due
to major mistakes of article writing by the authors and the
reasons for rejection has been informed to the authors. Dr
Nagendra agreed about the Editors explanation regarding
the contents of articles by members and editorial board
follows normal procedure. (Proposed by A Chakrabarty,
seconded by Dr. Nagendra). The GB also agreed the
request for one more Asso Editor to [JIMM and Suggested
Dr Aparna Lahiri’s name for the same. Dr Aparna Lahiri
also agreed to serve the IAMM as Asso Editor [IMM.

4. TAMM Treasurer’s report: Dr Deepak M, IAMM Ex-
Treasurer made the Power point presentations of the
audited report of the association for the year 2013.
(Proposed by Dr. Satish patil and seconded by Dr. CS
Patil). Members asked for the IAMM Directory (Hard
copy) of his tenure, Dr Deepak M informed members that,
he has released the same in the form of CD, it is on the
IAMM website and has mailed to all the members. Dr
Shanmugam informed the members that, deleted names of
the founder members in the web site. He has requested the
treasurer to maintain every members ( founder/ life) name
and to mention person diseased, in case of he/she expired.
House accepted the suggestions and Treasurer also agreed
to do the same in the website. Dr Anju Kagal presented the
expenditure report during the term of April to Sept 2014.
She informed she wants to invest the amount in National
bank in single account at Pune, but members suggested that
IAMM account maintenance and IT returns can be
submitted from any place in India and let the FD should be

mature wherever they are there ( at Dharwad) and later can
be transferred to original account. Dr Nagendra and Dr
Renu Bharadwaj suggested Life membership fee for NRI
members to be increased to 500 US $. Members accepted
the suggestions and circulate same in the IJIMM and in
Website. Some mebers also requested to add the year of
Life membership in the directory and Treasurer agreed to
do it.( Proposed by Dr Renu Bharadwaj and seconded by
Dr Mangala Ghatole)

EQAS report; In charges of both centres (i.e. chennai and
New Delhi) have presented their activities (Dr Liily T and
Dr C Wattal). There was a discussion regarding serological
testing (EQAS South) and results by the EC/GB members.
All the members suggested to withdraw the test assessment
of EQAS on ASO test. Dr Reba K has reminded about
proficiency testing membership, by these centres, which
was proposed during last year at Hyderabad. Dr Lilly
Theresse has informed that they haven’t obtained EQAS
with any of the international centre like UK / US. Dr Balaji
has informed that CMC Vellore has registered for the UK
EQAS. Due to the heavy fee to external Proficiency testing
centres, President Dr Pratibha Narang has suggested to
stepwise register EQAS with UK /US centres, like initially
with Serology, later Bacteriology etc. Dr Wattal requested
IAMM to fund this program. Treasurer suggested [AMM
can support this with separate revolving fund to sponsor
this membership. All the members unanimously agreed
and President suggested this matter can be discussed in GB
and it was approved by GB. EC also permitted Dr Wattal to
purchase the instrument with EQAS funding for New
Delhi centre with the suggestions from GB. GB also
recommended to purchase the instrument in the name of
EQAS. All the members unanimously suggested that all
the activities including EQAS should be performed under
the IAMM and not under particular individual / institute.
All the transactions also should be performed under IAMM
account. The GB permitted to reconstitute the EQAS
committee and one of the members will visit and solve the
problems of the EQAS centre. The members of this
committee are Dr V Ravi, Dr Badrinath, Dr Arunloke C, Dr
Deepak M and Dr MB Nagamoti. IAMM will sponsor the
funding of this members visit to the centres. The GB also
approved the addition of new faculty to Chennai centre Dr
Malathi J. EC and GB suggested the IJAMM website
incharges to update the JAMM website with EQAS
websites information (New Delhi and Chennai).

Decision on Various awards; Dr MB Nagamoti read out the
names of the IAMM award winners for the year 2014-15;
a.Dr. S.C. Agarwal Prize — Dr Arti Malhotra. b.JAMM
Endowment award — Dr Rama Chowdhary c. Dr. U. C.
Chaturwedi Award — Dr. CS Patil. d. Dr. H.I. Jhala award —
Not recommended.

Student symposium: EC approved Dr Shivaprakash PGI
Chandigarh as a coordinator for TAMM Student
symposium-2015. He has readily accepted the

*
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responsibility.

8. TAMM Symposium: Secretary read out the various topics
proposed by the members ; a. Preparedness for the out
Break. b. TB diagnosis from resource setting to state of the
art the art lab. c. Debate on Conventional Vs Modern
techniques. d. Newer Vaccines. The GB approved the topic
“Update on Vaccines” for IAMM symposium and Dr
Abhay Chowdhary as the Moderator.

9. Venue for the IAMM conference 2014 and 2015: G B
approved the request of Dr. BN Harish Professor and Head
Microbiology JIPMER Puducherry regarding hosting
2015 conference. Dr. Pratibha Narang, President IAMM
has handed over the letter of approval to Dr. Harish BN. Dr
Arunloke requested to permit to hoist IJAMM 2016
conference at PGI Chandigarh. GB approved the same and
asked him to submit the letter through Dean to the
Secretary JAMM.

10. Election of office bearers: Dr. M B Nagamoti informed the
house that Dr. MR Shivaprakash and Dr. Chiranjoy M have
completed their tenures as EC Members. The GB
appreciated their role as office bearers of IAMM for 3
Years and thanked them for their valuable inputs. Secretary
also informed the house that Joint Secretary’s post is also
vacant as Dr Aprana Lahiri shifted to the post of Asso
Editor IJIMM. The GB approved the name of Dr BL
Sherwal for Jt Secretary. Dr BL Sherwal also agrred to
serve the Association as Joint Secretary. The GB approved
the election of the following office bearers for the year
2014-15 - President—J Shanmugam.

11. Other matters

a. Secretary has read the letter and request from Dr.
Pronabeshwar Chakraborty, regarding award for the best
published paper on the subject of Enterobacteriaceae. The

EC and GB did not approve the request. Instead, GB felt
that the travel grant for short term in India can be given to
the young scientist for (one to three months) training in
reputed labs in the same name. GB also suggested to collect
Rs 10 lakh donation for the same. Dr Aparna Lahiri
requested to the GB to inform the same to Dr Dr.
Pronabeshwar Chakraborty. Dr Arunloke suggested to the
secretary to write a letter and Dr Aparna Lahiri will inform
him by phone. Accepted by GB. (Proposed by Dr. Arunloke
Cand Seconded by Dr. CS Patil)

b. Members requested to add obitutory in IJMM, but
members felt that this information has already circulated
through TAMM Newsletters and will continue the same.

c. Website Maintenance: President informed to GB that, Dr.
V Balaji of CMC Vellore, Joint Secretary Dr BL Sherwal
and Dr Satish Patil (Karad) have been approved as the In-
charge officers for IAMM website maintenance. This
responsibility was accepted and GB approved the same.

d. Dr MB Nagamoti Secretary IAMM has informed the
members regarding ASM collaboration on Travel, Awards,
Workshop and Journal along with Curriculum
development. The GB requested the President to screen
the applications from student who are eligible for the travel
grant and Suggest the ASM members to sponsor the
students. GB also suggested the President to circulate the
MOU to all the members before it is signed. President
suggested Secretary to circulate the MOU through News
Letter.

e. Secretary read the letter from Vidarbha Association
(Maharastra) to consider itself as a separate chapter. The
GB has not approved the request and suggested to continue
as apart of [JAMM Maharashtra IAMM chapter.

Summary of 38" Microcon - 2014 at Jaipur

MICROCON-2014, 38" Annual National
Conference of Indian association of Medical
Microbiologists was organized by the Department of
Microbiology & Immunology, Sawai Man Singh (SMS)
Medical College at B.M. Birla Auditorium Jaipur
(Rajasthan) from 15" to 19" October 2014. Dr. Bharti
Malhotra, Sr. Professor of Microbiology & Immunology
was the Organizing Secretary and Dr Rakesh
Maheshwari Organising Chairperson. Honorable Health
Minister Dr. Rajender Singh Rathor formally inaugurated
the event on 16" October 2014. Dr.VM Katoch,
Secretary, Department of Health Research & Director
General of ICMR, was the Guest of Honor. Dr Pratibha
Narang President IAMM precided over the function.The
theme of MICROCON 2014 was “Syndromic &
Integrative Approach—The Way Ahead”.

The conference was very successful with a large
participation of 1340 delegates. As pre-conference
events, a CME on “Syndromic Approach to Common

Infections” was held at Birla Auditorium, There were 12
pre conference workshops held at SMS Medical College,
BM Birla Science Centre, Fortis Hospital and STDC,
Ajmer. Scientific program included 2 orations, 33
sessions  with 75 scientific lectures. ASM panel
discussion on safe secure and sustainable lab design was
very well received in the current scenario of emerging
Ebola virus infection and MDRTB & XDRTB. The
Student symposium on “Epidemiology of
Exanthematous viral disease —India geographical
distribution, transmission, vector, reservoir, number of
outbreak, mortality/ morbidity” was well received.
IAMM symposium on role of medical microbiologists in
public health stimulated deep discussions.716 abstracts
were received and 686 paper accepted for presentations
(164 oral and 522 poster) by young Microbiologists,
parallel award sessions were also held.

Dr. Pratibha Narang, President — IAMM, Dr P
Kumar Director NTI attended the valedictory function.
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NEWS LETTER JANUARY - 2015

Notification of Elections of Executive Council (EC) Members of the IAMM.

The Executive Council of the IAMM has THREE vacancies in the year 2014.As per the constitution of the [AMM, notice is
hereby issued by the Secretary IAMM, inviting the nominations to these position in EC of the IAMM. The following rules apply
as per Constitutions of [AMM. (details visit TAMM website)

Rules : a) Members, who have already served the Executive Council of the IAMM in the past are not eligible for
reelection until after the lapse of two years, b) Members, who have completed five years as Life members of the
association are eligible and c) Any contestant found advertising for elections in any form shall be disqualified.( GB
Decisionat New Delhi2012)

Nominations for the memberships of Executive Council may be made by any two founder/Life members and shall be sent
to Secretary’s office. Such nominations must be accompanied by written undertaking from the nominee that he/she is willing to
serve as Executive Council. All nominees should send a written intimation, duly proposed and seconded by two founder/Life
members as aforementioned along with a copy of their brief CV and a recent photograph (scanned on email as a copy) along with
life member certificate. The same must be sent to as a hard copy to the Office of the Secretary. This must reach Secretary’s office
by March 30th, 2015. Nominations sent only by email or fax communication are not valid and will not be accepted.

Number of Vacancies to the Executive Council; THREE (03)

Last date for submission of nominations; 30th, March, 2015.

Dr. Mahantesh B Nagamoti

Secretary IAMM. Professor of Microbiology JN Medical College

KLE University. Belagavi-590010. (KARNATAKA)

Number of Life members; 2551
EQAS participants; Delhi (North ) 293 and Chennai (South) 494

Dear Members,
please circulate this News letter with your colleagues and Members

Executive Council of IAMM wishes all the members

a Happy and prosperous New Year 20135.

Published by BOOK-POST
Dr. Mahantesh B Nagamoti.
Secretary IAMM To,

Dr.

If undelivered, please return to,

Dr. Mahantesh B Nagamoti.

Secretary IAMM

Professor of Microbiology. JN Medical College.
KLE University.Belagavi-590010. (KARNATAKA)
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