
Dear Members,

 Microbiology has undergone revolutionary 
changes in terms of newer investigations, automation 
molecular methods and aiding clinicians in antimicrobial 
and diagnostic choices. It is no longer limited by culture 
plates and bench methods. With the increasing infections 
and the scope to diagnose them, there has come the 
inevitable need to practice Clinical Microbiology in the 
patient centered setting. However, Microbiology 
continues to be under recognized and underappreciated and needs a major 
paradigm shift. It is the need of the day to come forward, learn and assert the 
importance the branch commands. 
 We need to train our students to learn to progress from lab rats to 
clinical, infection control and disease investigators to ensure complete and 
holistic learning. If we don't learn and create opportunities, then in future no 
MBBS will take Microbiology as PG course as Microbiologists will be on way 
to job insecurity and poor professional scope.
 The curriculum development for MD student's theory and practical 
examination also needs revision. The bright students of MD should be 
encouraged to go for applied research, overseas exams and fellowships. Post 
graduate MD students should be promoted to achieve expertise in various sub 
sections of Microbiology and the faculty in their capacity should ensure paper 
authorship, research grants, funding and conducive academic environment 
during the training. They should get enough exposure to become part of 
Infectious diseases team, which would also help them to cross prestigious exams 
like FRCPath/ABMM. Periodic training and orientation classes can be arranged 
for their teaching for above. In addition, it's important to emphasize that 
Infectious disease is core to Microbiology and eligibility of MD Medical 
Microbiologist for DM Infectious diseases as a super specialty needs to be 
reconsidered.
  The ultimate goal of all the members of IAMM should not only be to 
organize meetings but to uphold the rights and authority in best interest of the 
Microbiology fraternity as a whole. The idea is to have an engaged membership 
that recognizes how IAMM really helps them to shape their future and career 
development.

    Best wishes, 
      Prof. (Dr.) T.N. Dhole, M.D.
      President- IAMM
      Professor & Head
      Deptt. of Microbiology
      SGPGIMS, Lcuknow 
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Dear Members,

Welcome to the summer edition of 

IAMM Newsletter.

Our Executive Council is complete 
with three new members been 
elected unopposed. The details of 
the Members are enclosed with this newsletter. My 
heartiest congratulations to them. 

The preparations for the Bengaluru Conference 
MICROCON 2018 are in full swing and NIMHANS 
promises to offer a rewarding congress with the colleagues 
and faculty from different regions for creative and 
intellectual exchange of ideas. All members are requested 
to participate actively and not miss the opportunity to be a 
part of this wonderful conference in the Garden City of 
India. I convey my best wishes to the organizers.

My gentle reminder to all our members to put in 
nominations for this years' awards and also to the younger 
members to contest for the paper and poster prizes under 
various categories.

May you have a happy and healthy summertime!

           Dr. B.L. Sherwal
           Secretary, IAMM 

From the desk of Secretary.....

Dear IAMM Members, 

 It is a matter of great privilege & a lot of jubilation for 
ndus to host the 42  MICROCON in Bangalore, after 16 long 

ndyears. With great pleasure we invite you to the 42  Annual 
Conference for Indian Association of Medical 

th ndMicrobiologists, scheduled from 28  November – 2  
December, 2018 at NIMHANS Convention Centre, 
Bengaluru 
(Bangalore).  
 The primary focus of MICROCON 2018 will be the 
theme finalised, “BREAKING BARRIERS…BUILDING 
BRIDGES”. Clinical Microbiology is at a very exciting 
period; not only are we seeing changes in the way we practice, 
but we also have a very sophisticated array of tools at our 
disposal. These tools have enabled improvement in delivery 
of services provided to our patients. Yet, in our daily role as 
clinical microbiologists, there are significant barriers which 
currently limit our ability to function at the highest level 
possible. Identifying and breaking these barriers is essential to 
enhance quality of care to our patients. Such an approach is 
neither easy nor comfortable. However, it will keep us 
professionally viable and relevant. The only way forward is 
building new bridges through networks such as bridges 
between local, state, and central public health systems, 
between academia, business and government, also across 
different scientific disciplines, between research communities 
in different nations, and even between multilateral 
institutions. 
You can register online through the conference website – 
www.microcon2018.com. Please register early to avail the 
discounted 'Early Bird Offer.' 
 Aimed at microbiologists from the Indian 
Subcontinent, we are committed to bring together the very 
best of the Faculty ever assembled in this part of the country. 
Interaction with your colleagues from different regions will 
stimulate a creative exchange of ideas and will be personally 
rewarding. 
 Bengaluru is the most sought out cosmopolitan city 
in India and is best known for making people from all over the 
world at home. Blessed with a salubrious climate, gardens & 
parks, natural lakes, architectural landmarks, shopping malls, 
the best restaurants and pubs in this part of the globe, business 
opportunities, Bangalore is the ideal gateway to India and 
beyond. Bengaluru offers something for everyone, music and 
dance concerts (Western and Indian), dramas, exhibitions, 
carnivals, conferences and more. Capital of the Southern state 
of Karnataka, Bengaluru today is Asia's fastest growing 
cosmopolitan city. It is home to some of the most high tech 
industries in India. The IT industry views Bengaluru as the 
'bytebasket' of India. Bengaluru is also home to some of 
India's premier scientific establishments. 
 We look forward to your active participation and 
welcome you to the Garden City of India, Bengaluru. 
 
See you all at MICROCON 2018!! 
 

Dr V Ravi   Dr R Ravikumar
Chairman    Organizing Secretary

MICROCON 2018   MICROCON 2018    

  REQUEST

 Dear Members, please update your Adress and 
Email ID in case of a change and circulate the 
Newsletter among members and friends!

 Kindly share your achievements or other 
relevant information with us to update in the 
Newsletter.

             STATE CHAPTER INFORMATION

 All the office bearers of the State Chapters are 
requested to send information about their activities and 
events. Kindly send the names of the Secretaries of the 
respective State Chapters.

Sl. No.  Date  Program  

1.   28.11.2018  Pre conference Workshop  

2.   29.11.2018  Pre conference CME       
Inaugural address 5.30 pm  

3.   30.11.2018  Day I (Main conference)  

4.   01.12.2018  Day II           “  

5.   02.12.2018  Day III          “                
Valedictory function 1.30 pm   

 

     MICROCON 2018: Conference Programme

42nd Annual Conference of 
Indian Association of Medical Microbiologists

http://www.microcon2018.com/
http://www.microcon2018.com/
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NEWS FROM IAMM STATE CHAPTERS

s tThe IAMM TAPC Chapter 21  Annual State 
Conference 2018 with the theme “Invisible Invaders 
to Amazing Alleles” was organized by the Department 
of Microbiology, Narayana Medical College, Nellore 

th stfrom 19  to 21  January 2018 headed by Dr. P. 
Sreenivasulu Reddy, Prof & HOD, Department of 
Microbiology, Narayana Medical College as the 
Organizing Secretary. 

th� On 19  January 2018, Pre-Conference CME 
cum workshop was conducted on “Antibiotic 
Susceptibility Testing Methods” which was attended 
by faculty and post Graduates of various colleges and 
hospitals of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamilnadu. Dr. V. Lakshmi, Director, Credence 
Diagnostic Centre; Professor, Department of 
Microbiology, Kamineni Academy of Medical 
Sciences and Research Centre, Hyderabad, 
enlightened the delegates with the topic on “An 
Update on CLSI Guidelines for AST” which was 
followed by the Inaugural function of the CME. 
Demonstration on “Antibiotic Resistance Detection 
Methods” was conducted by the faculty of Department 
of Microbiology, Narayana Medical College.
� In the post lunch session, Dr. K. Sridharan 
Satyamurthy, SRMCRI, Chennai delivered a guest 
lecture on “EUCAST Guidelines on interpretation of 
AST Methods”. The CME concluded with guest 
lecture on “VITEK 2 & Expert Analysis” by Dr. R. 
Lakshmi Kiranmayi, Scientific Support Manager, 
bioMerieux – India.

th� The Day 1 of the Conference, 20  January 
2018, started with “Dr. K. Rajyalakshmi Oration” by 
Dr. V. Lakshmi on the topic “Simple and Rapid Assays 
– My Passion”. It was followed by Inaugural function 
of the conference which was presided by the Presiding 
officer, Dr. G. Veera Nagi Reddy (Principal, NMC) 
followed by the guest of Honor, Dr. C.V. Rao (Hon'ble 
Vice Chancellor, Dr. NTRUHS), Dr. Raja Rao 
(Chairperson AP Medical Council), Dr. G. Ashok 
Reddy (Observer AP Medical Council), Dr. K.R.L 
Surya Kirani (President of IAMM TAPC Chapter), Dr. 
D.S. Murthy (Secretary of IAMM TAPC Chapter), Dr. 
B. Ramakrishna Rao, (Medical Superintendant, 
NMCH), Dr. Sreeram Satish (Additional MS) and Dr. 
P. Sreenivasulu Reddy, Organizing Secretary of the 
Conference. The speakers emphasized on the 
importance of Clinical Microbiologists in preventing 
antibiotic resistance. The inaugural function was 
attended by all the delegates. 

IAMM TAPC Chapter
Following the inaugural function was the Presidential 
Oration on “Advanced Fluorescence Microscopy: 
Techniques and Applications” by Prof. Dr. K. R. L. 
Surya Kirani. This was followed by 4 paper 
presentations under the Dr. C. S. Bhaskaran Prize 
Paper Category.

The Post lunch session started with a guest 
lecture on “Challenges in the Diagnosis of Fungal 
infections” by Dr. Anupama Jyothi Kindo, Prof & 
HOD, Department of Microbiology, SRMCRI, 
Chennai. Senior and eminent persons in the field of 
Microbiology - Dr. V. Lakshmi, Dr. Sree Ramarao, 
Dr. Subbarayudu, Dr. Krishnamurthy and Dr. Jyothi 
Padmaja were felicitated. This was followed by 4 
paper presentations under the Sri. B. K. Rao 
Memorial Prize Papers for the post graduates. The 
session ended with General Body Meeting by 
electing a new Executive Body. The day ended with 
Cultural Program and Banquet.  

The new executive body :
President: Dr. P. Sreenivasulu Reddy, 
Professor and Head of Microbiology, 
Narayana Medical College, Nellore
Vice-President:  Dr. P. Shashikala Reddy, 
Professor and Head of Microbiology, 
Osmania Medical College, Hyderabad
Secretary: Dr. P. Kasturi, Assistant Professor 
of Microbiology, Rangaraya Medical 
College, Kakinada 
Joint Secretary: Dr. V.V.Sailaja, Gandhi 
Medical College, Hyderabad
Treasurer: Dr. P. Vasundhara Devi, 
Narayana Medical College, Nellore
Executive Council Members: Dr. M.Ramesh 
Babu (Guntur), Dr. P. Jyothi (Guntur), Dr. 
A.Kishore (Chittoor) and Dr. Mahwish 
Jawaid (Hyderabad). 

The last day of the conference started with 5 
paper presentations under the RMC Senior Faculty 
Prize Papers followed by P.G Pedagogy (Guntur 
Medical College Prize) presentations by Post 
Graduates of Guntur Medical College (Guntur), 
Andhra Medical College (Vizag), Gandhi Medical 
College (Secunderabad), Santhiram Medical College 
(Nandyal) and Kamineni Institute of Medical 
Sciences (Narketpally). There were 5 paper 
presentations by Junior Faculty under Smt. B. S. 
Lakshmi Junior Faculty Prize Paper Category. 

Around 150 Post Graduates participated in 
the P.G Quiz (Dr. Satyanarayana Prize) conducted by 
Dr. D.S. Murthy, Secretary of IAMM TAPC Chapter 
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Important updates on Tuberculosis were shared by Dr 
Ranjani & Dr Sanjay Suryawanshi. The HIV Viral 
Load details were described by Dr Shikha and Dr 
Jayesh Dade. The latest diagnostic technologies were 
touched by Dr Jayanti Shastri. Organizing chairperson 
of the conference was Dr Ajit Damle, Professor & 
Head,  Department of  Microbiology,  GMC, 
Aurangabad.  Organizing Secretary was Dr. Dr Jyoti 
Iravane and joint organizing secretary was Dr Jayshree 
Bhakre. Pre-conference CME was organized on 

th
"Airborne Infection Control" on 13  October, 2017. 
The Presidential Oration was delivered by Dr. Kishor 
Ingole, Professor & Head, Dept. of Microbiology, Dr. 
V. M.  G.M.C. Solapur-The topic was ': 'Clinical 
Research training during Undergraduate Medical 
Education- A reminder call'

Hardas Pathak Oration was delivered by Dr 
Anuradha De, Professor, Department of Microbiology, 
T.N.M.C. Mumbai. The topic was “Fifteen years of 
Cadaver Skin Banking'.

Late Dr. P. M. Khare Memorial Junior Best 
Research Paper Award was awarded to Dr. Kanupriya 
from J J hospital & Grant Medical College, Byculla, 
Mumbai.
    Dr Jayshree Bhakre 
              Secretary, Maharashtra chapter 

The Maharashtra State Chapter of Indian Association of 
Medical Microbiologists (IAMM) organized the 
symposium on “Strengthening antimicrobial resistance 
surveillance in Maharashtra in October 2017 in 
Aurangabad, which led to a resolution to form 
MAHASAR (Maharashtra State Antimicrobial 
Resistance Surveillance network. 

The MAHASAR Surveillance Workshop was 
jointly organized by the Maharashtra Chapter of 
IAMM, State AMR Committee and WHO Country 
Office for India, on 14-15 February in Mumbai. The 
objectives of the MAHASAR Surveillance Workshop 
were to: 

1. Standardize the AST Methodology. 
2. Sensitize the participants to WHONET; and 
3. D e v e l o p  a  r o a d m a p  f o r  M A H A S A R 

surveillance including SOPs, and identification 
of organisms and samples for AST data 
collection.

The faculty included Dr Sunil Gupta, Additional 
Director, NCDC, Dr Rajni Gain, VMMC and 
Safdarjung hospital, Dr Naveen DR, CMC Vellore and 
Dr Sangeeta Joshi from Narayana Hrudalaya. The 
participants included heads of microbiology and few 
juniors from 16 institutions identified for the 
MAHASAR network. The participants from WHO and 
partners include Dr Nicole Seguy and Dr Anuj Sharma 
from WHO India, Dr Umesh Alwadi, USAID and Dr 
ValanSiromany from CDCIndia.
1.Dr Jyoti Iravane was given the responsibility of 

coordinating MAHASAR network for two years.
2.The data sharing would be initiated from 1st June, 

2018. 
 “The XXIII Maharashtra Chapter Conference of 

th th
IAMM (Mahamicrocon 2017) was held on 14  & 15  
October, 2017 at Government Medical College, 
Aurangabad.  
The theme of the conference was “Targeting microbes". 
An AMR symposium was conducted on “Strengthening 
antimicrobial resistance surveillance in Maharashtra”. 
Guest speakers for the symposium from all over India 
included Dr Subhash Salunke, Dr Anuj Sharma, Dr 
Sunil Gupta, Dr Abhay Chowdhary, Dr V. Balaji ,Dr 
Sanjay Bhattacharya and Dr Jyoti Iravane.

IAMM Maharashtra Chapter

followed by lunch and 40 poster presentations (Sri ISN 
Murthy Prize). Scientific session ended with 50 free 
paper presentations. A total of 314 delegates attended 
the conference. A total of 107 scientific papers were 
presented under various categories. The total 
Conference was an academic feast to all the delegates 
attended. 
                                                             Dr. D S Murty 
                                          Secretary, TAPC Chapter

HISICON 2018 CONFERENCE, HYDERABAD 

National Conference of the Hospital Infection Society of India 
th th4  to the 6  October 2018

Marigold By Green Park Hotel Hyderabad
Preceded by 8 parallel CME/ Workshop events across the city

This is a conference focused on Infection control and prevention, 
consists of key note addresses, symposia, debates, recent trends 
and advances on various aspects of infection control and 
prevention and interactive sessions on risk assessment in 
infection control. 

The conference would be a learning experience for 
clinical microbiologists, infection control practitioners, 
hospital epidemiologists, infectious disease physicians and 
nursing infection control personnel.

stThe last date for the abstract submission is 1  August 2018 
The last date for early Bird registration is 30th April 2018. 

We would be applying for credit points for all days of the 
Workshop and Conference with the Telangana Medical 
Council 

Contact the conference secretariat for brochure and other 
details                                     
       Dr. Ranganathan N Iyer 
       Organising secretary  HISICON 2018
       Consultant Clinical Microbiology ID & Infection control 
       Gleneagles Global Hospital 
       Lakdi-ka-pul, Hyderabad- 500004 
       Tel No (work): 040- 30244505 
       Mobile : 9849690680 

       E mail :    ranganathaniyer@yahoo.com

ranganathaniyer799@gmail.com 

mailto:ranganathaniyer@yahoo.com
mailto:ranganathaniyer799@gmail.com
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1. Dr. M anoj Kumar, LM  No.- 2407 
 

    

Professor & Head, Department of M icrobiology, Rajendra Institute of M edical 
Sciences (RIM S), Ranchi, Jharkhand. 
Qualifications: M BBS, M D (M icrobiology), RIM S, Ranchi 
Total professional Experience of over 17 years 
Investigated and confirmed the 1 st Outbreak of Anthrax in Jharkhand (Simdega 
District). 
Has been the Organizing Secretary of M ICROCON 2017 at RIM S, Ranchi 
Publications: Total number of publications- 20; 12 in National Index Journal, 7 in 
International Index Journal and 1 in State Journal. 

2. Dr. Nileshkumar D. Patel, LM  No.- 1336 
 

      

Associate Professor, Department of M icrobiology, Government M edical College, 
Bhavnagar, Gujarat. 
 
Qualifications: M BBS, M D (M icrobiology), M  P Shah M edical College, 
Jamnagar, Guajart 
Total Professional Experience of over 11 years 
Publications: Total number of Publications- 09 

3. Dr. Baijayantimala M ishra, LM  No.- 784 
 
 

    
 

Professor, Department of M icrobiology, All India Institute of M edical Sciences 
(AIIM S), Bhubaneswar.  
Ex Professor, Dept. of Virology, PGIM ER, Chandigarh. 
Qualifications: M D (M icrobiology), AIIM S, New Delhi 
M ore than twenty years of teaching experience. Conducted several research 
projects funded by ICM R and DST; guide/co-guide of M D, PhD, DM  since 2001. 
Publications: Author of “Textbook of M edical Virology”, CBS Publishers, Delhi. 
Over 80 peer-reviewed publications in various international and national medical 
journals including Lancet, BMC Infectious Disease, American Journal of Hematology, 
Archives of Virology and British Medical Journal. She has won several fellowships 
and awards. 
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Prof. (Dr.) B.L. Sherwal
Secretary, IAMM & Director, 
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital (RGSSH)
Tahirpur, Delhi- 110093
Mob. : 9868168400. Off.: 011-65252480
Email: secretary.iamm@gmail.com

BOOK-POST

New Members of Executive Council of IAMM 2018

The following three members have been elected unopposed to the Executive Council of the IAMM. I heartily 
welcome them and look forward to working together.

 Dr B L Sherwal
Secretary IAMM
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